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                     3rd March 2024 
 

       
3rd March 10th 2024 

 
He is risen, indeed 

 
 
 
 

 

Mountrath  Ballyfin  
Online  Newsletter 

2nd June    Feast of Corpus Christi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cemetery Masses during 2024                                   

Ballyfin  Cemetery             Sun. 9th June                           

 Mountrath Cemetery        Fri. 28th June                             
Clonenagh Cemetery          Fri. 5th July                            

(Cemetery on Left, Mountrath to Portlaoise)                           
 Clondarrig Cemetery        Wed. 7th Aug.                                  
 Boghlone Cemetery         Wed. 4th Sept.                   

  All Masses commence at 7.00 pm  
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State Exams begin on Wed. 5th June 
 

Bishop’ Denis’ Prayer with Exam Students 
 

 

Lord, as I prepare to sit my exams’ 

Send your Holy Spirit to guide and be with me. 

Thank you for the many talents and 

Gifts you have given me 

And the opportunity of education 

Keep me calm. 

Help me to do the best I can 

On the day of my exam. 

Help me to remember all I have studied, 

To express it clearly 

And to answer the questions as best I can. 

Give me peace, 

Understanding and wisdom 

And continue to be with me, today and always.    Amen.  
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      Mountrath  Ballyfin Parish News   2nd June ‘24 
 

  St. Fintan’s Parish, Mountrath  –  Ballyfin 
 

                  Feast of Corpus Christi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Parish Contacts 
Website www.mountrathparish.ie           

Email  -  jmbrophy2@gmail.com   
       Name of Parish App. 

       Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes 
 

Kildare & Leighlin Pilgrimage Day 

in Knock, June 2nd. 

Join Bishop Nulty and the Kildare and 

Leighlin family in Knock on June 2nd. Names 

now been taken call to the parish office 

(Mountmellick) or phone 057 8624390 

(seat €20). Bus leaving Mountmellick at 

8.30am.     2.30pm - Ceremonies begin in 

the Basilica with the Anointing of the Sick. 

3.00pm - Pilgrimage Mass, followed by 

Rosary Procession and concluding with 

Benediction. concluding by 5.00pm. 

 

Feast of Sacred 
Heart  

of Jesus   
(next) Fri. 7th June  

 
Novena to the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus commences 

this weekend. 
 

         

Lourdes Pilgrimage 
Mountmellick, Ballyfin, Mountrath. 30th July, for 7 nights. €995 (plus travel 

insurance) per person sharing. Deposits are now required. For full information 

contact  Eleanor Duff  087 767 0915 
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If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 

 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include your 

own name as the reference.  

 

Thank you for your generous support of Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes  
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 Arranging Anniversary Mass or Month’s Mind Mass 
 

The traditional way of arranging an Anniversary Mass remembrance was by visiting 

the Sacristy before or after Mass and making the necessary arrangement with the 

priest, who wrote the intention into the Anniversaries Diary, there and then.  

However, since Covid this practice has changed.  

 Arrangements for Anniversary Mass remembrances and Month’s Mind Masses are, 

more often than not, now arranged by email, text message, whatsapp, by phone, 

among many other ways.   Which is great.  

 

 On the down-side, it can be quiet difficult to keep track of all these ways. -  

Sometimes emails can go to folders on the computer other than the main folder and 

are not seen straight away.  The same can apply to text messages and Whatsapp. 

messages. This can cause a problem when I have no knowledge of these emails / 

messages coming in and are sometimes not detected at the time. 
 

Can I ask you  –  

if you send me an email, text message or a message on Whatsapp, or any way, other 

than visiting the Sacristy, requesting an Anniversary Mass remembrance or 

arrangements for a Month’s Mind  Mass and don’t hear from me or don’t see the 

relevant name / names in the Newsletter,  

please give me a call on 087 241 1594 
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Some Parish Events during 2024  (Mountrath) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eileen Fitzpatrick (née Lyons) Paddock, Mountrath  R.I.P.                                                                                      
We pray for Eileen who died peacefully at Regional Hosp., Portlaoise on Mon. 27th 

May. Eileen’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Edmund’s Church, Castletown on 

Wed. 29th May followed by burial in Mountrath Cemetery. We extend sympathy to 

daughter Noreen (Phelan) and family (Rushin) -  grandchildren Patrick and Lorna, her 

sister Josie (Rafter) and their families, extended family, relatives, neighbours and 

friends. 
 

Tom Brown,  Knockanina     Enfield       R.I.P.   
  (Former member of An Gárda Siochana in Mountrath)                                                                                                                                

We pray for Tom who died peacefully at Droimnín Nursing Home on Sat. 25th May. 

Tom’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Edmund’s Church, Castletown on Mon. 27th 

May followed by burial in Churchtown Cemetery. We extend sympathy to Phil, sons 

Alan and Colin and families, grandchildren Robert, Sophie and Jack and families, 

sisters Mary (Carville) and Roisin (Higgins), brother Joe, and their families, nieces, 

nephews, extended family, relatives, neighbours and friends. Tom was a skilled 

basketball coach at Brigidine Secondary School in his time and coached and trained 

many teams in Mountrath, Ballyfin, Castletown and indeed beyond.  -  a true 

gentleman and one of life’s great givers of his time and talents. Tom graced the field .                           

of play with G.A.A. at senior (County) level for Meath and Laois in his day. 
 

                May Eileen and Tom Rest in the peace of Christ.   

Give Blood - Give Life 
Blood Transfusion Clinic in St. Fintan's Hall, Mountrath                                 

on Tues. 4th June   4.30pm - 8.00pm. 
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We Hold and Keep in our Thoughts and Prayers 
 

People, their families and carers, who are ill or unwell – at home, in hospital or 

Nursing Home or undergoing any surgical  or medical procedures.   -   

 We wish them a speedy recovery 

 
A very sincere thank you -  to you and your family - for your very generous support of 

and continued commitment to Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish and Mountrath and 
Ballyfin Lotto 

 
 

See our Parish App.  Mountrath Ballyfin Parishes  

 

Safeguarding Children Parish Reps. 
 

Ballyfin Parish      Triona O’Rourke and  Peter Byrne 

Mountrath Parish    Caroline Moore and  Pachelli Walsh 

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person:   Ms. Ailish Higgins. 

Deputy Diocesan Liaison Person:   Ms Michelle Hughes, 

c/o Bishop’s House, Dublin Rd, Carlow  Ph: 085 802 163 

Leading Prayer Training Session                                      

         Following on from the recent information session, the Diocesan Commission for 

Liturgical Formation will host a training session on the ‘Sunday Celebration of the Word (with 

Communion)  - in the unexpected absence of an ordained priest’.  
 

The prayer ritual will be modelled, and the skill of leading prayer will be explored at 7:30 pm on 

Wed.12 June in Clane parish church, on Thurs. 13 June in Leighlinbridge Parish Church and on 

Tues. 18 June in Portlaoise Parish Church. 
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Safeguarding Training 
The final training session for the Spring/Summer 2024 schedule will take place on 

Tues. 11th June in Portlaoise Parish Centre, 7-9pm. This is an Intro to Safeguarding 

& Refresher session. It is filling up quickly, so if you would like to book a place on 

this training,  please do so by emailing safeguarding@kandle.ie  

or Tel: 059 917 6725 or 085 802 1633 
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Ballyfin  Anniversaries 
 

 

Mass Times   Anniversaries 

                                            Sat. 1st  – Sun. 9th June                                  
---------------- 

Fri    31st May 5.00 pm   Exposition of Blessed Sacrament.  

Sat.  1st June 8.00 pm   Vigil Mass for Feast of Corpus Christi. 

Sun. 2nd June 10.00 am  Fionnula McDermott, Barnashrone.  

                                                        11th Anniv.  

Mon. 3rd June 7.00 pm  Apostolate of Sanctification.   

Fri.  7th June  5.00 pm  Exposition of Blessed Sacrament.  

Sat. 8th June  8.00 pm   John, Brigid and Michael Ryan,  Barnashrone .   

                                                   John’s 11th Anniv. 

Sun. 9th June  10.00 am     10th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

                                      Jason Gilligan, Brockera.   18th Anniv.                                   

Mon. 10th June 7.00 pm   Apostolate of Sanctification.   

 

 

Mountrath  Anniversaries  

 

Lord, for your faithful people,  
 Life is changed, not ended 
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Mountrath Parish 
      Mass Times   Anniversaries   Sat. 1st  -  Sun. 9th  June 
Sat.   1st June 7.00 pm      Vigil Mass for Feast of Corpus Christi. 

Sun 2nd Jun. 9.00 am     The Hollow Church    

                                      Michael (Mick) Holland, Trumera. 14th Anniv  

                                      Declan Phelan, Clonadacasey  25th Anniv.  

                    11.30 am     Mass of Feast of Corpus Christi 

Tues. 4th June 10.00 am     

Wed. 5th June 10.00 am      

Thur. 6th June 10.00 am     

Fri.   7th June  10.00 am     

Sat.  8th June   7.00 pm  Margaret Holland, Formerly Trumera and her husband,                                     

.                                       Seamus.  Margaret’s  5th Anniv.  Seamus’ 19th Anniv. 

                                      Johnny Doheny, Patrick St., 7th Anniv. and deceased members     

.                                           of Doheny and Delaney families  

                                      Rebecca Fitzpatrick (Nee Fallon) Derrough  9th Anniv 

                                      Mick Wall, Woodbrook.  

                                     Jim Tobin, 20 Fr. O’Connor Cresc.    

Sun.  9th June  9.00 am    The Hollow Church     Ross Murphy   

                        11.30 am   Tom Treacy, Woodbrook. Month’s Mind 

                                        Brendan Tynan, Ard Erin. Month’s Mind 

                         Patrick (Paddy) Parkinson, Trumera   2nd Anniv. 

                         Thomas Byrne, Derrough, 3rd Anniv. and deceased members      .                   

.                        of Byrne family.  Babs and Peggie, recently deceased. 

                         Fintan and Mary Dooley, Clonadacasey. 

Lord, for your 

faithful people, 

life is changed, 

not ended. 
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                     Mountrath Parish Lotto   30th  May  
Nos. Drawn   1   6   8   12 

No Jackpot Winner 22 Match 3  Rec. € 46.00 

5 Local Winners 

O’Keeffe Grandchildren   Promoter, Anne O’Keeffe 

Willie Phelan. Promoter, Liam Phelan 

Mary Tiernan, Promoter, Rita Watkins 

Marie Fairbrother, Promoter, Bernie Tynan 

Conor Mason. Promoter, M. Keenan 

 

Next Week’s Jackpot  € 16,000 
  

 

 
 
 

Ballyfin Parish Lotto  Wed. 29th May 
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Nos. Drawn   12   16   27   30 

No Jackpot Winner 

10 Match 3 Winners Rec. € 100 each 
 

 

     Next Week’s Jackpot € 20,000 
 

A very special thank you for your very generous support of  

and continued commitment to  Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos  
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Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Ballyfin     € 20,000 

Mountrath    € 16,000 

Next Week’s 
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Deacons Annual Retreat Day Knock Shrine June 22nd, 2024  

Deacons and aspirants in discernment and your families are 

invited to join us for a day of prayer and reflection. 9am – Meet 

and greet in St John’s Rest & Care Centre 10am – Morning Prayer 

followed by Mass in the Apparition Chapel. 11.15 am – 1st session 

with Fr. Declan in St John’s Centre for one hour. 12.15 - 1.45 pm 

Free time then for lunch. 2 pm - Stations of the Cross & Rosary on 

the hill 3.00 – 4 pm 2nd session followed by Q&As in St. John’s 

Centre. A guided museum tour and grounds tour can be arranged 

for families not attending this talk. 4.15 pm – Finish with Evening 

Prayer. Cup of tea before we all depart for home. Guest speaker: 

Fr. Declan Hurley Title of presentation: “A Synodal Approach to 

Diaconal Ministry” To confirm your attendance Contact Deacon 

Tony Larkin at deacontony17@gmail.com 0857392473 
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Events In Bloom HQ 
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                           SeniorLine 
Would you like someone to talk to?  SeniorLine is Ireland’s 

national telephone service for older people, open every day of 

the year 10.00 am to 10.00 pm, they can be contacted on 

Freephone 1800 80 45 91. 

 

Callers may feel isolated, alone, wish to discuss a problem in 

confidence, or for company during their day.  SeniorLine’s 

volunteers are trained to listen, to support, to discuss options 

and refer the caller to other helpful services available if 

necessary. 

So don’t be alone if sharing a problem would help, phone 

SeniorLine. 
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Message from Safeguarding Office 

 Upcoming full-day training in Newbridge Parish Centre, Saturday 13th April 10-4pm.  If 

anyone would like to attend, please contact Bishop’s House or Director of Safeguarding 

to book.  (An email has been sent to the trainees booked in directly where email address 

was available). 

 Inter-parish safeguarding meetings continue tonight in Killeigh Parochial House. 

Remaining dates/times/venues below. 

 Thursday 18th April @7.30pm – Portlaoise Parish Centre, Portlaoise 

 Wednesday 24th April @7.30pm – Leighlin Parish Centre, Leighlinbridge 

 Thursday 25th April @7.30pm – Tullow Parish Centre, Tullow 

Please book in by emailing safeguarding@kandle.ie 

 Safeguarding Audits must be returned asap.  If any parish requires support with 

completing their audit, they can call or email Director of Safeguarding. 
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 Annual Day of Prayer and  Reflection for Deacons, Candidates 

and their Families 

The third annual Day of Prayer & Reflection for Deacons, Candidates and their Families 

will take place on Saturday 22nd June 2024 at Knock Shrine.  This is a great 

opportunity for Deacons and Candidates to come together and help to promote the 

ministry of diaconate at a national level.  A detailed schedule for the day will issue 

over the coming weeks once guest speakers have been confirmed. All are welcome to 

attend. 

 

Graiguecullen/Killeshin Parish Novena To Our Lady Of Perpetual Help 

Solemn Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help takes place in St. Clare’s Church, 

Graiguecullen from the 8th April 2024 to 3rd June 2024 (9 Monday nights).  The Rosary 

is recited at 7.10 pm and the Novena begins at 7.30 p.m. 

We invite people to place their petitions in the petition boxes in St. Clare’s Church and 

during the Novena, through the prayers from our Faith Community and the 

intercession of Our Lady, we will ask Jesus to relieve whatever burdens we may carry. 
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Join Arthritis Ireland for the VHI Women’s Mini Marathon 

The Vhi Women’s Mini Marathon is just around the corner on the June 

bank holiday weekend. Arthritis Ireland want to build a strong team of 

fundraisers to represent us and raise vital funds to support our 

essential services. Walk, jog or run, the important thing is to take part 

and show your support for our essential services which are so vital to 

those living with arthritis in Ireland. Why not get your friends, family and 

colleagues to join you??  Spread the word to anyone who might be 

interested.   Sign up here today: https://www.arthritisireland.ie/vhi-

womens-mini-marathon-2024      Contact the fundraising team 

on fundraising@arthritisireland.ie  or 016618188 if you have any 

questions. 

 


